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BIue Collar Brilliance
bv A{ike Rosc

.\'1v rlgther', Rose N,{eras'liri Rose (Ilosie), sh'.rpeti het"achrlt itientitv ils e \\'rlitress ir-r coffee sholls antl

f..rr1ily ;esti1rr..rlts. Wh; I u 'ls glr lr.l itru ri1'l it.t Los ,\ngc:lcs tlut'in q th c I 9-5 0s, rttv lith cr rtrtl I ri or-rltl

gccasi11nelll'ha1q'out..Jt the lestaurrlttulttil her shifi entlccl, rttrrl tlrett rvc'tl ricle the inrs htlttle r't'ith

her. Sornetirrr.r rl-r" workerl the registe,r ltnrl the countet, lttd r'r'e sat there; r'iherl sl-rc rl".titetl brloths

anci tables, ri,e fourrd a booth in the brc.li ll.he re the u".ritresses tocil< tireir Llre;rhs.

There n,asn't ntuch fbr a child to do at the restar-rrants, and so as t]re h<lurs stretched tiut, I u'atcheci

the cgoks and 11 aitresses anii listenefl tri what thel, said. At mealtirnes, thc p?tce of the liitchen stlff tntl
the din front cnstorncrs ltickecl np. \Ve'.rvirrg in rnd out arotur(l the rtxtttt, rl'aitresscs lvartretl lrtl:inl

.1,otr it'r irnprrssir.e br.rt urgent voices. St'.rnrlir-rg at the serrrice u'itttlttu,facing tl-rc liitcherr, thev crrllctl

n,lrecl. Iler t:rbles u,ere r/rrzrrzs,.fittrr'-tops, or .r/-r'-/(,1).r acc<lrtlit.tQ to thcir sizc; scltirtu 
'll'e,tls 

ltlst, t,.1.
rrickrunretl.'lheLucctttttt, fbr instlrnce, was tl-re fast-trrrrrovei'li'oltr section. f,ingo collferretl r1111r""r1

irnd si gnaiecl knou,-hou'.
Rosie rook custoilret:s'orciers, pencil poisecl over pad, u'hile fielding questions aLlrlnt tl".

She walked ftill tilt throusl) the roont u,ith plates stretchinq r.rp her left arrn ancl trro C1l]rs - -

s<tntehou, cradled ir-r her light hancl. She sto(xl at a table oi'lrooth ltttl retllrlvetl a 1l1lt. -

1)ersor1,..rn9ther frlr thlt pcrson, thcn tnother, retttetrtbering n'htl h'ltl the hrtllllltru.r'. tt -

fried shrinrp, alrnost llu,irvs getting'it rig-ht. She rvorrltl hrrqele ri'ith the cooli .tlloLrt.l 1'r:- " 'l
rrntl rrrsh by us, saying, I{t ,!ttt'c rtrt: lip, bilt I got l,lrzr. She'tl tlke .l lllillr-lte t<i f-lo1'l Li,r',' "

lext to ntl,,fltl-rer. ['tn tllirz, she'cl say, and r'r'hisper sotllethinq':lbout I custrltllel'. (il'
edge of rhe t:rble r,r,ith one hancl, she'cl r'v:rtch the rootn anti note, irt the tlou ". - .

rvlxr needed a refill, whose order u,as taking lonqer to prepat'e than it sitoulti. -'' 
--

I coulcin't have put it in u.ords w}ren I u-as growinp; up, htrr u'hlt I t'1r'-:' .

restaul'ant defined the r.r'ot'ltl ttf adults, a pl:rce rr'herc colllpetellce \\.ils t\'r -

ri,orh. I'r,e since str.rclicrl the r,r'orking h'.tbits of 1lluc-coll'.tt'r.l'<trkct's ttltl llr', . -

nruch rnv nrothcrls l<inrl <lf u'rlrl< tle,tnantls of ltoth l;<ltlv ltrtl ltt'rtin. \ i'.' -''
rncl intuition rrltorrt tl'rc u,;rt,s anti the rhvtlttrts of tl-re restrtttrrllrr llttsilr." ''

trtltlers, c.rch i.r.itl-r turo to sir custorne rs, Rosie clei,isecl ttte tttot'\'Stl-rlir-l:-
ri.ho ordered r.r'hat.r\nd hecause she kneu'the;r'erage tinre it t r'' -

couid monitor r1r orcler that N-as taking too long at the serr"icc \
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